
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Shotton Town Council held on Monday 7th March 2016 at 

6.45pm in the Shotton Community Centre, Plymouth Street, Shotton. 

Chairman asked for a moments silence for Brian Bone who has passed away (former Shotton 

Town Councillor) this was observed. 

Present: Councillor Gary Cooper (Chairman) 

Councillors Felicity Davies, W Barton, E R Jones, D Evans, Doreen Mackie, M Evans, Ron 

Davies, J Beard, A R Davies, S Bibby, PC1606 Andrea Griffiths, David Humphreys (Leader 

reporter) and Wayne Jones (Streetscene). 

15/134 Apologies: 

 Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor Ann Minshull JP. 

15/135 Minutes of Council: 

a) The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Shotton Town Council held on Monday 1st 

February 2016, were approved seconded and agreed as a true record and authorised to 

be signed by the Chairman. 

b) Matters Arising from these Minutes: 

 15/117 – Shotton Lane Working Men’s Club site ward member advised that he had 

once again been in touch with the agent in Rhyl and they confirmed that they were 

no longer interested in the site.  He had spoken to the regeneration officer who 

advised that Flintshire County Council were in talks with the owner with regard to a 

possible compulsory order to purchase the land, and the ward member was waiting 

for any further information. 

 The remembrance plaque for Ruby (one of the founders of the Community Centre) 

was in the process of being done, when ready Councillor Mackie would let Chairman 

know.  



 No further information had been received with regard to the progress of Post Office 

counter being placed in Crooks Chemist, Chester Road East, Shotton. 

 John Summers High School – Chairman advised that the second appeal against 

closure of the school went to the Wrexham chambers and sadly it was refused. The 

final decision now rests with the Welsh Assembly Minister for Education and Skills. 

15/136 Chairman’s Remarks: 

 Invited to represent the council on 8th February 2016, at a police consultation 

seminar held at Deeside Police Station.  Inspector Jolly did the power point 

presentation on policing in the 21st century.  (It was quite alarming of the lack of 

resources)  Inspector Jolly advised that he would attend if available any council 

meeting with PC Andrea Griffiths if requested.  The Chairman advised members that 

he could forward the power point presentation on to any member who wished to view 

it.  Councillors E R Jones and Doreen Mackie requested the presentation. 

 Invited to attend the official opening of Ysgol Ty Ffynnon (Well House) Primary on 

the 29th February 2016,  Huw Lewis AM. Minister for Education and Skills. and Cllr. 

Aaron Shotton, Leader of Flintshire County Council, officially opened the school.  

Very impressed with the school. 

 Attended the funeral of former councillor, Councillor Brian Bone and was invited to 

form the guard of honour with members of Connah’s Quay Town Council. 

15/137 Police Items: 

Chairman welcomed PC1606 Andrea Griffiths to the meeting and members raised the 

following matters of concern. 

 Any further information on the incident in Mill View with regard to the car fire. 

Member advised that the emergency services had great difficulty getting to the 

vehicle due to cars parking either side of the road.  Police advised that the fire was 

accidental not criminal. (accidental ignition) 

 Concerns still regarding the white van parking on pavement.  PC Andrea Griffiths 

advised that she had contacted the owner and spoken to him with regard to this 

issue, he works twelve hour shifts and on arriving home he is unable to park outside 

his own property.  Police dealing with this issue.  Member advised that parking on 

pavements is a criminal matter which needs to be enforced.  PC Griffiths invited 

member to go to police station and sit down with herself and the inspector to discuss 

this matter, member declined.  It was agreed that the clerk write to Flintshire County 

Council road safety officer with regard to this problem. 

 Police advised that the operation is back on (Operation Gulf) with regard to cycling 

on pavements.  Police will be more visible dealing with this issue. 



 The issue with resident having concerns with regard youths congregating on the 

footbridge over the dual carriageway by ASDA. Police advised that youths have 

moved on due to all the works being carried out and the number of works in and 

around the area.   

 The Chairman thanked PC Andrea Griffiths for her initiative in organising the "police 

surgery" prior to the meeting, although no members of the public came along, 

Andrea will try again next month. Andrea will hold a police surgery at Llys Eleanor on 

a Saturday morning.  Councillor Mackie informed police that the Community Centre 

is available on the first Saturday in the month if they wished to use the facilities. 

 PC Andrea Griffiths asked all members to contact her before the council meeting if 

they had anything which they felt needed dealing with prior to the meeting, doing this 

would enable the problems to be dealt with and police could report back to the 

meeting on issues raised. 

15/138 Streetscene: 

Mr Wayne Jones was welcomed to the meeting and members raised the following issues to 

be looked into by Mr Jones. 

 Cllr Bibby thanked Streetscene for the prompt works carried out in Ryeland Street, 

residents very pleased. 

 Member reported "person" doing work on the 33Club playing field. The Clerk advised 

that Shotton Town Council through the "Joint Maintenance Agreement" carries out 

any work on this area.  All problems on this area are to go through the Clerk.  The 

Clerk to enquire about notice being made to go on pavilion door with councils contact 

details in case of any problems. 

 Parking / Loading bays Charmley’s Lane, Shotton.  This matter had been raised at a 

previous council meeting and regeneration were requested to put back loading bays 

instead of the two parking bays after the regeneration works had been completed.  

Clerk was advised to email Ruth Cartwright with regard to this matter. 

 Back alleyway behind charity shops (cancer research) charity bags being ripped 

open and items being thrown all over the backs.  Request that the containers should 

be in cages and that it was a duty of care on the owners to contain their waste. 

 Strickland Street / Butler Street / Clarence Street back entries very clean at moment.  

Concerns about skip which is on the footpath in Green Lane, Shotton this skip is full 

and there are problems with owners, skip firm with regard to payments.  Mr Jones 

advised that he would speak to housing first then the skip owners to try and resolve 

this issue. 

Mr Jones then informed members of the following: 



 Toilets Alexandra Street are due to be demolished. 

 Dock Road new lights on the cycle path. 

 New railings being erected opposite Leisure Centre adjacent to the ditch on the 

B5149. 

 Problem with the fencing on the 33 Club playing field top end, on the dog leg 

footpath from Caernarvon Close through into Strickland Street.  Clerk advised that as 

far as she was aware this fencing was being replaced when the new play area was 

installed.  She would ask the maintenance officers to take a look at the fencing and 

see if wire could be thread through existing fence as a temporary measure. 

15/139 Clerks Report: 

 The following information items were given out to members for their perusal. 

 Cycle track underneath Hawarden Railway Bridge prone to flooding (footpath no. 8) 

creating new route underneath the second arch, this will provide an alternative for all 

users when the existing track is flooded. 

 Flintshire Optec Youth Exchange Trust – request for Help in Provision of Activities, 

Events & Workshops.  

 Planning Wales Act 2015 introduced a new type of development, Developments of 

National Significance (DNS). Decisions on planning applications for developments of 

national significance will be made by the Welsh Government, not your local planning 

authority. 

 Correspondence with regard to lights out on Shotton High Street states "this is 

because of control gear failure not an electrical supply failure".  Ordered in spare 

parts and implemented a night shift to repair all the lights.  Hopefully there should be 

an improvement in the street lighting on Shotton High Street.   

 Man hole cover reported again to Welsh Water.  Member advised that the cover had 

now been replaced.  

 Planning training events in Flintshire the next training event 29th June 2016 any 

member wishing to attend to contact the Clerk. 

 From Wales.gsi.gov.uk. Information will be sent out over the next few weeks relevant 

to the Community and Town Council sector. 

15/140 Planning Applications: 

The attached list of Planning Application observations discussed at this evenings meeting 

have been sent to the Chief Planning officer to be reported to the next Planning Committee 

Meeting. 



Councillor Sean Bibby declared interest on application no’s 054875/054876 and took no 

part in discussions or observations made on these applications.  He also signed the 

declaration of interest form which would be sent to the monitoring officer. 

 

15/141 Deeside Community Hospital: 

The Chairman had received correspondence from the Deeside Hospital League of Friends 

– A request from Matron Cheryl Froom, asking if the Deeside League of Friends would 

consider furnishing a room at the hospital, which would be made into a relative’s room. 

The room would be used for relatives who have loved ones who are in the hospital for 

various reasons, especially for Palliative care and also end of life care. If they wished 

relatives could stay overnight, so that they are in the hospital if needed.  It will also be used 

to enable Doctors and Nursing staff to speak to relatives in private. 

Deeside League of Friends have agreed to her request and a rough costing of all items that 

would be required has come to a figure of between £10,000 to £12,000. 

After discussion it was proposed seconded and unanimously agreed that Shotton Town 

Council make financial contribution towards the costs of £500.00 

RESOLVED that a contribution of £500.00 be made towards the purchase of items required 

for this room. 

15/142 Connah’s Quay Swimming Baths: 

The attached letter from Cambrian Aquatic Sports Centre had been given out to members 

for comments and decisions. 

After a lengthy discussion it was agreed that Shotton Town Council cannot financially 

support this in this current year (2016/17) but would consider in the 2017/18 precept.  (More 

information on running costs over the next 3 to 4 years would be needed)  It was agreed 

that the Clerk write back advising that Shotton Town Council would not like to see the baths 

closed but more information on costings required.  

15/143 Accounts for Payment: 

The accounts in the sum of £8023.64 were before Council that evening for approval.  It was 

RESOLVED that the accounts in the sum of £8023.64 be approved and payments made. 

15/144 Lighting: 

a) Manweb – None to report. 

b) General – None to report. 

 

 

 

15/145 Members Information: 



 Members reported to council the following information matters: 

 Application to suspend the Right to Buy in Flintshire – On 17th November 2015 

Flintshire Cabinet approval was granted to consult with stakeholders with a view to 

making an application to Welsh government Ministers to suspend the Right to Buy in 

Flintshire.  This will mean that if the suspension is granted a tenant will no longer be 

able to buy their council home.  During 2016, the Council will start its ambitious 

Strategic Housing and Regeneration Programme (SHARP) which will see 500 new 

council and affordable homes being built across Flintshire over the next five years.  

The new council homes will be managed by the Council.  The remaining 300 

affordable properties will be managed by the Council-owned NEW Homes hosing 

company. 

Councillor Ron Davies county councillor for the Higher Ward advised that there is a 

chronic shortage of council houses and over 1,000 people on the housing waiting list 

and how could we justify selling them off?  He commends Flintshire County Council 

for their plans to build the 500 council houses and he supports their application to 

suspend the Right to Buy. 

After lengthy discussion with council members on this application it was proposed, 

seconded and unanimously agreed to support this application.  It was RESOLVED 

that the Clerk write back to Flintshire County Council advising that Shotton Town 

Council fully and unanimously support their application to the Welsh Government 

Minister to suspend the Right to Buy in Flintshire. 

 Official opening of Deeside Fire Station on Monday next (14th March 2016) 

 Flintshire crematorium appeal, which was due to be held on Tuesday, has been 

postponed due to the Inspector being ill. 

 Councillor Felicity Davies reported to council that she and her husband Councillor 

Antony Davies would have to sadly resign from the council as they were both leaving 

Shotton and moving to the Wirral.  "It has been a privilege for us both to serve the 

people of Shotton" and thanked council for all their support.  The Chairman said he 

was sorry to hear this news and thanked both councillors for their sterling service to 

this Council and the community and both members would be sadly missed.  Member 

endorsed the Chairman’s remarks and said he would miss them both, always regular 

in attendance and very sorry to see them go. 

15/156 Information Items: 

 None to report. 

 

 



15/157 Declaration made by members in accordance Councils Code of Conduct: 

Councillor Sean Bibby completed the declaration of interest form, which would them be 

forwarded to the Monitoring Officer. 

15/158 Duration of meeting: 

The Ordinary Meeting of Shotton Town Council commenced at 6.45pm and finished at 

7.55pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman’s signature 

Councillor Gary Cooper 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


